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Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

wmmer August 21 - Pastor Jon Priebe preaching August 14 - Pastor Mike Ward preaching
WORSHIP

Child care for infants through preschoolers

A NOTE FROM PASTOR JON

1 lift up my eyes to the hills
from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 121:1-2

This summer, Dean and I put together a series of special worship services using the Psalms as the focal point. We
hope you were able to engage with them to experience the Psalms as they were intended in a worship service!

One thing I love about the Psalms is that they use a different style of writing than the other parts of the Bible with
which we are more familiar. If the Gospels give us Jesus’s biography and the New Testament give us the letters that early
church leaders wrote to each other and to their congregations, the lyricism of the Psalms open our hearts, like all poetry
and music does, to new experiences and understandings of God.

As we prepared the end of the summer series, I realized that one of the Psalms I didn’t get to share about is Psalm
121. This Psalm opens with some of the most famous lines from the book aside from Psalm 23. I often use Psalm as part
of the opening to graveside committal services at the conclusion of a funeral. I love the way it simply and lyrically cap-
tures one of the core truths about God: we are utterly dependent on God.

We depend on God for our daily bread, for our spiritual health and growth, for the air we breathe, even for the mere
fact that we exist. Where does our help come from — it comes the Lord! I often use these words from a helpful focal repe-
tition prayer for me when I need God’s help in a difficult moment.

I hope you enjoyed the series! If you missed any of them, check out our library of videos on Facebook. We’ll have a
link up on the website for a few months to check them out as well. Looking forward to seeing you soon!

Blessings, Jon
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FIRST UNITED 2.4 You might have noticed our sign renovation is complete. We are looking forward to the new
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— erously donated to provide the funds for this sign!



(ﬂ This is the first year we’ve been sharing our operating budget financials monthly. You
. may have seen over the first half of the year that our operating giving was slightly be-
Finance hind budget. I’'m glad to report that this has caught back up in July. This is both from
pdate non-pledged giving (often from new people) and our pledged giving also catching back
up. Thank you!!

This brings us back to within 4 of a percent of budget. However, our 2022 budget still anticipates a $40,000 deficit. That
deficit developed over the past six years or so due to the gradual decline in giving we have seen for the last 10 years. We
do have just over $200,000 of reserves to cover this deficit for a few years but hope that through reaching new people we
will begin to close this gap. We will keep you updated over the years as to how much we anticipate using of those re-
serves as the year progresses.

Capital Campaign — We are so close!!!

We are under $10,000 to go to pay off the building and organ renovations from 2019!! Wow, thank you so much for your
extravagant generosity! I can’t wait to hold our mortgage burning celebration this fall!

As of August 14, 2022:
Our remaining loan balance is $19,114

Capital Funds receipts balance: $9,165
Total needed to pay off loan: $9,949

Coming This Fall!

OAVE RAMSET'S

FINANCIAL, Jei Have you ever done your taxes, looked down at the number in the income box and won-

o MINERSILY dered where it all went? Ever felt like there wasn’t enough money to do all the important

things you know you should be doing with it or wonder how to even do the important things

in the first place? Ever been in a situation where you wanted to give to a good cause but didn’t because you were trying to
keep up with your own bills? If so, the church is sponsoring another iteration of Financial Peace University and offering it
again at a reduced price of $75 per family with a $25 rebate if you come to all ten classes. Classes will be from 4:00-6:00
PM starting on the second Sunday of September and going through November 20" excluding Halloween weekend. This
class will teach you everything from retirement and budgeting to insurance and saving for your kid's college in a down-to-
earth way that is anything but dry. A signup sheet is available at the Welcome Center. Childcare is available. For more infor-
mation please contact Mark Rogalski at MarkKRogalski@gmail.com or at (330) 419-4085.

Adult Discipleship Classes for the Fall... We will again offer Disciple Like Jesus and Ministry By Strengths classes in the
fall, both of which are part of our journey to membership, if you are considering that in the future. These classes are also
integral for those who want to be involved in the leadership of our church. The 6 week Ministry By Strengths class will
begin on Sunday, September 11, from 5:45 to 7 pm with a new class then beginning on Sunday, October 23 from 4 to 5:15
pm. We will also offer a 6 week Disciple Like Jesus class starting Sunday, October 2, from 9:30 to 10:45 am and then again
starting Sunday, October 23, from 5:45 to 7 pm. We hope you will join us as we grow together as disciples this year. You
may sign up by calling the church office. Childcare will be available upon request at sign up. For more information, please
call Pastor Karol.

Women'’s Bible Study... All the ladies of the church and the community are invited to join us for a six week Bible Study
beginning the first week of October. There are two opportunities for the same study: Tuesdays from 7 - 9 p.m. and Wednes-
days from 10 a.m. - noon. This session will be “The Christ-Centered Woman - Finding Balance in a World of Extremes”,
which is based on Ephesians 3. The cost of the book is $18. Please call Kathy Kuzas at Ext. 212 to register. The deadline is
Monday, September 13.



Epworth Youth and
Choir will resume their
evening schedule on Au-
gust 28th. Choir rehearsal
and a Family Meeting
will begin at 4 p.m., followed by snack supper and
messy games.

There will be a meeting for Confirmation students and
their families at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, September 11.

If you have a youth in grades 7-12 and are interested in
the various youth programs available, please contact
Jen McKenna at epworthyouth2@gmail.com for more
information.
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How You CanServe

Fall ROCK activities are gearing

up and we have some new pro- [H “_ RE N S
grams for you to enjoy. There are

music rehearsals for bell groups TNTS RY
and choirs every Sunday from 4 -

5 p.m. and twice a month we will have our ROCK rota-
tion activities which this year will include the regular ses-
sions of Science, a Bible Story, Chess, and Crafts with
some potential new Mission programs and Robot-

ics. Please note that there will be no dinner served and
the program will end at 6:00 p.m.

As we plan for Rally Day on September 11, we are compiling our list of helpers and find we still
need some in the every program. Several of our teachers need helpers; as does our Preschool and
Kindergarten group. We are looking for leaders for the Wesley Youth Group, the Wesley outings

and a couple of the ROCK activities. If you can give an hour or two once or twice a month, we have a place where you can
use your talents to help our children. Please contact Donna Curfman at deurfmanfallsumc@gmail.com if you are willing to

help.

New Adult Sunday School Class... Are you newer to the church? Have you ever wondered what Christians believe
or what Christianity is really about? If you said yes to any of these questions then this class might be just what you are
looking for. We invite you to come to this class as you explore and grow together in your faith. Alpha Class will start
Sunday, September 11 at 9:45am. Contact Pastor Karol for more information at fallsfirstkarol@gmail.com
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[\/\\ SS\@\\ Heart4theCity... Can you help
our United Methodist local mis-
sion church again? You have been very generous in
the past and we thank you for all your donations for
Heart4theCity. Our next drive is to bring in new
packaged under garments for children thru
adults. We will keep this collection going thru the
summer (June - August). The collection bin is located
near the church office, next to the library. Drop off
anytime. Thanks!

1st Church Feeds... Are you looking for a way to
be the hands and feet of Jesus to our community?
Please pray about helping out with our monthly food
pantry, 1st Church Feeds. We will pack on Monday,
August 22 at 10:00 am, and again on Wednesday, Au-
gust 24 at 7:00 pm. Our next distribution will take
place Saturday, August 27 from 11:30 am until 12:30
pm. We will start setting things up at 10:30 am. If you
have any questions, or if you would like to sign up to
help out, please contact Jen LaFleur at
jenlafleur98(@yahoo.com.

All the men of the church and the commu-
nity are invited to attend Men’s Time Out
on Saturday, September 3, from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m. in Asbury Hall. It’s a time of
fellowship and discussion and a wonderful way to con-
nect with the men of the church.

Habitat for Humanity... First Church will again par-
ticipate with 10 other churches to build a home with Habi-
tat for Humanity of Summit County. The home will be
built in Cuyahoga Falls on Germaine St. The family
building their home is a young family who come from
Nepal. We are able to have 7 volunteers on each of our
volunteer dates which are: September 7, October 8, No-
vember 5, and December 17. Habitat requires that all vol-
unteers be 18 to be at a job site. If you are interested in
participating in this mission, please contact Kim Kerr at
330-606-7736 or email her at kdk3rr@gmail.com with
your name, phone number, email address and t-shirt

size. Thank you.
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Expressions of Thanks from John and Hilda Gul-
lion... We wish to thank everyone for prayers and
thoughts during our time with Covid and John’s two
hospital stays. We are mostly recovered and thanking
God every day! Continue to remember Mulberry Asst.

Living as there are still about 20 with Covid-19 - terrible

thing!

Discover Your Adventure with Cub Scouts! -

25 from 6-8pm in front of the Church for more
information on joining.

Boys and Girls K-5th - Join us Thursday, August

The deadline for the next FCN is Friday, August 26.
Please submit your articles to Kathy Kuzas at kku-
zasfumccf@gmail.com.

Blessing of the Backpacks... Bring your back-
packs, iPads, tablets, or any other items used for school
to church next Sunday, August 21! As
fall begins and children and teachers re-
turn to school, a flood of mixed emotions =
fills our hearts. Relief and gratitude from
parents, apprehension and anxiety for
students entering new rooms with new things to learn
from new teachers, hope for positive outcomes, even
concerns for the safety of our teachers and students.
Where better to take all these mixed emotions than to
God in worship and prayer!

Bible Sunday, September 11... We will be cel-
ebrating a milestone in our second grade, young dis-
ciples as they receive Bibles at the 11am
service on September 11. Your child
should receive a letter with information by
next week. If you do not receive a letter,
and your child would like to receive a Bi-
ble, please contact the church no later than August
30.



